
AVID  Name ________________________________ 
Week 5 Assignment (April 27 – May 1) 

 
At Home Philosophical Chairs 

Although we might not be together to have a philosophical chairs discussion, you can have a mini philosophical chairs at 

your home so that you can continue to work at communicating your ideas to other people in a respectful discussion. 

There will be 3 parts to this assignment. All parts can be done on a piece of paper or in Word. Here’s the topic: 

 

Teachers should be able to make their class stay for a couple minutes after the bell when needed. 
 

Part I: Brainstorm 

Write down reasons why people might agree and disagree with this statement. Then state your stance on this topic.  

Agree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disagree 

My current position:  
 
 
 
 

 

Part II: Argue your opinion in writing 

Write an essay to argue your position on the topic. Obviously, we are not together to do a real philosophical chairs. 

Think of this essay as a way to share what you would say to your classmates if we were at school. Do you think your 

essay would persuade other people to agree with your opinion? I am not providing strict guidelines for this essay, write 

what you think is needed to get your point(s) across.  

 

Part III: Have a discussion with your family on the topic 

Note: this can happen with just one family member, a couple, or your entire family. Do what works for your family. 

Now is your chance to have a mini philosophical chairs at home with your family. Use what you put together in Part I & II 

to share your stance on this topic with your family. Then let them share their thoughts. Remember, this is supposed to 

be a respectful discussion of ideas. After you discuss, answer the following questions.  

***I suggest you read the questions before you discuss with your family. 

 

1. Who did you discuss the topic with? 

2. What was each of their stance on the topic when you started the discussion? 

a. If someone initially disagreed with you, were you able to make them change their mind? If so, what did 

you say to make that happen? 

b. Did anyone in your family make you change your position on the topic? If so, what did they say? 

3. Did anyone provide a reason, either for or against your stance, that you had not thought of during Part I? 

4. Overall, how did the discussion go for you and your family? Were you able to have a respectful discussion? 


